
CITY OF ZION, ILLINOIS 
CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 
Date: July 21, 2026 | Time: 7:00 P.M. 

Location: City Council Chambers, City Hall, 2828 Sheridan Road, Zion, 
Illinois 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

The Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Zion was called to order 
at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Billy McKinney. 

2. ROLL CALL & RECORDING SECRETARY APPOINTMENT 

•        Present: 
o   Mayor Billy McKinney 

o   Commissioner Christopher Fischer (Mayor Pro-Tem) 
o   Commissioner Richard Frierson 

o   Commissioner Beverly Stackhouse 

•        Absent: 
o   Commissioner Mike McDowell 
•        A Quorum Was Established. 
Staff & Officials Present: 
•        City Attorney James Vasselli 
•        Various Department Heads 

RECORDING SECRETARY APPOINTMENT: In the absence of a City 
Clerk, by unanimous consent, City Attorney James Vasselli was named 
Recording Secretary for the evening. 

3. PRAYER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

At approximately 7:04 p.m., a prayer was delivered by Ed Stienke, followed by 
the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag led by Mr. Bremner (USMC, Ret.). 

4. AGENDA CHANGES 

•        Motion: Moved by Commissioner Fischer, seconded by Commissioner 
Stackhouse to amend the agenda by changing the check numbers and amounts 
on the bills list. 
•        Roll Call Vote: 
o   Ayes: Mayor McKinney, Commissioners Fischer, Frierson, Stackhouse 



o   Nays: None 

o   Absent: Commissioner McDowell 
•        Motion Carried. 

5. CITIZEN COMMENTS 

•        At 7:06 p.m., Clyde McLemore addressed the City Council during public 
comment. 
•        At 7:07 p.m., Viva Rochment addressed the City Council during public 
comment. 

6. CONSENT AGENDA 

(a) Approval of Minutes 

•        Item: Approval of Minutes of a Regular Meeting held on July 7, 2026, at 
7:00 p.m.; approval but not release of Closed Session Minutes of a meeting 
held on July 7, 2026, at 7:53 p.m. 
•        Motion: Moved by Commissioner Stackhouse, seconded by Commissioner 
Frierson to approve the minutes as presented. 
•        Roll Call Vote: 
o   Ayes: Mayor McKinney, Commissioners Fischer, Frierson, Stackhouse 

o   Nays: None 

o   Absent: Commissioner McDowell 
•        Motion Carried. 

(b) Bills and Warrants 

•        Item: Approval of Vouchers 152250 through 152409 drawn on Huntington 
National Bank N.A., in the total amount of $1,941,449.08 (as amended per 
item 4 above). 
•        Motion: Moved by Commissioner Fischer, seconded by Commissioner 
Stackhouse to approve the bills and warrants as amended. 
•        Roll Call Vote: 
o   Ayes: Mayor McKinney, Commissioners Fischer, Frierson, Stackhouse 

o   Nays: None 

o   Absent: Commissioner McDowell 
•        Motion Carried. 

(c) Proclamation 

•        Item: Proclamation honoring Laura Spaeth. 



•        Motion: Moved by Commissioner Fischer, seconded by Commissioner 
Stackhouse to approve the Proclamation. 
•        Roll Call Vote: 
o   Ayes: Mayor McKinney, Commissioners Fischer, Frierson, Stackhouse 

o   Nays: None 

o   Absent: Commissioner McDowell 
•        Motion Carried. 

7. ORDINANCES 

(a) First Amendment to Redevelopment Agreement (Orion Asset 
Management LLC & Plano Pharmaceuticals, Inc.) 

•        Discussion: Consideration of an Ordinance approving and authorizing a 
First Amendment to a Redevelopment Agreement by and between the City of 
Zion, Orion Asset Management LLC, and Plano Pharmaceuticals, 
Inc. (Presented by City Attorney James Vasselli). 
•        Motion: Moved by Commissioner Fischer, seconded by Commissioner 
Stackhouse to pass the ordinance approving the First Amendment to the 
Redevelopment Agreement. 
•        Roll Call Vote: 
o   Ayes: Mayor McKinney, Commissioners Fischer, Frierson, Stackhouse 

o   Nays: None 

o   Absent: Commissioner McDowell 
•        Motion Carried. 

(b) Grant of Easement for Commonwealth Edison Company 

•        Discussion: Consideration of an Ordinance approving and authorizing 
the execution of a Grant of Easement for Commonwealth Edison Company. 
•        Motion: Moved by Commissioner Fischer, seconded by Commissioner 
Stackhouse to pass the ordinance authorizing the Grant of Easement for 
Commonwealth Edison Company. 
•        Roll Call Vote: 
o   Ayes: Mayor McKinney, Commissioners Fischer, Frierson, Stackhouse 

o   Nays: None 

o   Absent: Commissioner McDowell 
•        Motion Carried. 

8. DISCUSSION / AUTHORIZATION / APPROVAL 



(a) Zoning Docket 26-Z-14 (Special Use Permit - ZBTHS East 
Campus Electronic Sign) 

•        Discussion: Consideration of Zoning Docket 26-Z-14 and accompanying 
ordinance requesting a Special Use Permit under Section 70-114(4) and 
Section 70-128(2) of the Zion Municipal Code to allow an electronic sign in a 
residential district and to increase the height of the sign located at the Zion-
Benton Township High School (ZBTHS) East Campus. (Planning & Zoning 
Commission recommended approval). 
•        Motion: Moved by Commissioner Frierson, seconded by Commissioner 
Stackhouse to concur with the Planning & Zoning Commission’s 
recommendation, approve Zoning Docket 26-Z-14, and pass the 
corresponding ordinance. 
•        Roll Call Vote: 
o   Ayes: Mayor McKinney, Commissioners Fischer, Frierson, Stackhouse 

o   Nays: None 

o   Absent: Commissioner McDowell 
•        Motion Carried. 

9. DEPARTMENTAL COMMENTARY 

Departmental commentary commenced at 7:26 p.m., with updates and reports 
provided by various department heads. 

10. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Announcements were made at 7:43 p.m. regarding the following upcoming 
public events: 
•        August 1 (8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.): Annual Clean-Up Day (Location: 
28th Street & Galilee Ave.) 

•        August 4 (7:00 p.m.): Zion City Council Regular Meeting 

•        August 15 & 16: Zinnia & Monarch Festival & Bees Too 

•        August 18: 
o   6:00 p.m.: Zion Township Board Meeting 

o   7:00 p.m.: Zion City Council Regular Meeting 

11. CLOSED SESSION 

None held. 

12. ADJOURNMENT 



•        Motion: Moved by Commissioner Frierson, seconded by Commissioner 
Stackhouse to adjourn the meeting. 
•        Roll Call Vote: 
o   Ayes: Mayor McKinney, Commissioners Fischer, Frierson, Stackhouse 

o   Nays: None 

o   Absent: Commissioner McDowell 
•        Motion Carried. 
The meeting adjourned at 7:44 p.m. 
 
APPROVED: 
Billy McKinney, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
James Vasselli, Recording Secretary 
 


