
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE ZION CITY COUNCIL HELD ON FRIDAY, MAY 5, 
2026 AT 7:00 P.M. IN THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL, 2828 SHERIDAN ROAD, ZION, 
ILLINOIS 
  
  
Mayor McKinney called the meeting to order. 
 
On call of the roll the following answered present: Commissioners Fischer, McDowell, Frierson, Stackhouse, and 
Mayor McKinney. A quorum was present.  
 
Also present: Fire Chief Justin Stried, Police Chief Eric Barden, Building & Zoning Director Rich Ianson, Public 
Works Director Vic Ransom, Economic Development Director Sonolito Bronson, Finance Director Melissa 
Wellendorf, and City Attorney James Vasselli.  
 
William Bremner led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 

AGENDA CHANGES 
 

It was moved by Commissioner McDowell, seconded by Commissioner Stackhouse to accept the City Council 
meeting agenda as presented. 
 
The vote on roll call was: Commissioner Fischer, aye; McDowell, aye; Frierson, aye; Stackhouse, aye; and Mayor 
aye. Motion carried.  
 

CITIZEN COMMENTS 
 

Mary Lou Hiltibran, ESDA Director, gave a monthly report of the recent activities that ESDA performed in 
assistance to the City.  
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 
It was moved by Commissioner McDowell, seconded by Commissioner Stackhouse that the Minutes be approved as 
follows: 

 
(a)  APPROVAL OF MINUTES: a Regular Meeting held on April 21, 2026 at 7:00 p.m.; approval but 

not release of Closed Session Minutes of a meeting held on April 21, 2026 at 8:33 p.m. 
 
The vote on roll call was: Commissioners Fischer, aye; McDowell, aye; Frierson, aye; Stackhouse, aye; and Mayor 
McKinney aye. Motion carried 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Fischer, seconded by Commissioner Stackhouse that the Bills be approved as 
follows: 
  

(b) BILLS: Vouchers 151787 through 151881 drawn on Huntington National Bank N.A., Total: 
$260,180.48 

 
The vote on roll call was:  Commissioners Fischer, aye; McDowell, aye; Frierson, aye; Stackhouse, aye; and Mayor 
McKinney aye. Motion carried. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner McDowell, seconded by Commissioner Fischer that the Proclamation be approved 
as follows: 
 
 (c)  PROCALAMATION: David Knabel 
 
Mayor McKinney stated David Knabel former City Administrator has decided to the step away from the City and 
pursue other opportunities.  
  
The vote on roll call was:  Commissioners Fischer, aye; McDowell, aye; Frierson, aye; Stackhouse, aye; and Mayor 
McKinney aye. Motion carried 
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RESOLUTION/MFT FUNDS/GENERAL MAINTENANCE 
 

A memo (26-DOC-38) was received from Director Ransom requesting approval of a required resolution by IDOT 
for the utilization of Motor Fuel Tax funds for general maintenance operations. 
 
 Director Ransom stated that the maintenance operations included are: 
 

• Salt – State Joint Purchase 
• HMA Patching 
• Street Lights Maintenance and Repairs 
• Traffic Signals 

 
The estimated cost for the General Maintenance Operations is $740,000.00 and is a budgeted item in the FY27 MFT 
Fund.  
 
It was moved by Commissioner Stackhouse, seconded by Commissioner McDowell that a Resolution (26-R-9) be 
passed for the utilization of MFT Funds for the general maintenance programs (Salt, HMA Patching, Street Light 
Maintenance and Repair, and Traffic Signals) The vote on roll call was: Commissioners Fischer, aye; McDowell, 
aye; Frierson, aye; Stackhouse, aye; and Mayor McKinney aye. Motion carried. Resolution passed.  
 

RESOLUTION/TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE/NOSTALGIA DAYS 
 
A memo (26-DOC-39) was received from Chief Barden regarding the temporary road closure of Sheridan Road for 
the Annual Nostalgia Days Event. Chief Barden stated that the Special Events Committee is sponsoring the 38th 
Annual Nostalgia Days Car, Truck, & Motorcycle Show in the City of Zion on Saturday, June 20, 2026. The show 
will require the temporary closure of Sheridan Road from 21st Street to 31st Street from 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
Section 4-408 of the Illinois Highway Code authorizes the Illinois Department of Public Works & Buildings to issue 
permits to local authorities to temporarily close portions of State Highways for such public purposes or needs to 
parades and local celebrations.  
 
It was moved by Commissioner McDowell, seconded by Commissioner Frierson that a Resolution (26-R-10) be 
passed requesting permission from the Illinois Department of Public Works and Buildings for the temporary closure 
of Sheridan Road from 21st Street to 31st Street on June 20, 2026, as requested between 6:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M., for 
Nostalgia Days. The vote on roll call was: Commissioners Fischer, aye; McDowell, aye; Frierson, aye; Stackhouse, 
aye; and Mayor McKinney, aye.  Motion carried. Resolution passed. 
 

RESOLUTION/TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE/LABOR DAY PARADE 
 
A memo (26-DOC-40) was received from Chief Barden regarding the temporary road closure of Sheridan Road for 
the Labor Day Parade. Chief Barden stated that the Special Events Committee is sponsoring the Labor Day Parade 
in the City of Zion on Monday, September 7, 2026. The parade will require the temporary closure of Sheridan Road 
from 23rd Street to 31st Street from 12:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Section 4-408 of the Illinois Highway Code authorizes 
the Illinois Department of Public Works & Buildings to issue permits to local authorities to temporarily close 
portions of State Highways for such public purposes or needs to parades and local celebrations.  
 
It was moved by Commissioner McDowell, seconded by Commissioner Frierson that a Resolution (26-R-11) be 
passed requesting permission from the Illinois Department of Public Works and Buildings for the temporary closure 
of Sheridan Road from 23rd Street to 31st Street on September 7, 2026, as requested between 12:00 P.M. to 3:30 
P.M., for the Labor Day Parade. The vote on roll call was: Commissioners Fischer, aye; McDowell, aye; Frierson, 
aye; Stackhouse, aye; and Mayor McKinney, aye.  Motion carried. Resolution passed. 
 

ORDINANCE/PERSONNEL CHANGES/POLICE DEPARTMENT/CITY HALL 
 

A memo (26-DOC-41) was received from Chief Barden requesting approval to amend the current personnel 
authorization to address operational needs within the Police Department and City Hall. The proposed amendments 
are as follows: 

• Addition of School Resource Officer (SRO) – District 126 
It is recommended that the authorized strength of the Police Department be increased by one (1) sworn 
officer to serve as a School Resource Officer. This position will support school safety initiatives, strengthen 
relationships with students and staff, and provide a consistent law enforcement presence within the school 
community. 
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• Addition of Administrative Assistant – City Hall 
It is recommended that one (1) Administrative Assistant position be added to support City Hall operations. 
This role will assist with day-to-day administrative functions, improve customer service, and provide 
operational support across departments as needed. 
 

Chief Barden stated the financial impact associated with the changes will be incorporated into the City’s budget and 
staffing plan. Detailed cost projections, including salary and benefits, will be provided as part of the budget process 
or upon request. He noted that the partnership began with District No. 6 and has been a big success. District 126 
initially started with one and are wanting to add another one.   

 
It was moved by Commissioner McDowell, seconded by Commissioner Fischer that an Ordinance (26-O-31) be 
passed authorizing and approving personnel changes for positions within the City. The vote on roll call was: 
Commissioners Fischer, aye; McDowell, aye; Frierson, aye; Stackhouse, aye; and Mayor McKinney aye. Motion 
carried. Ordinance passed. 
 
ORDINANCE/PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES/CHRISTOPHER BURKE ENGINEERING 

 
A memo (26-DOC-42) was received from Director Ransom requesting approval of a proposal from Christopher B. 
Burke Engineering, LTD. for engineering services during FY27. Director Ransom stated with the staffing changes 
within the Public Works Department they have identified a need for engineering services. Burke Engineering will 
assist the Public Works staff upon request with general engineering services including but not limited to: grant 
applications, MFT and I.D.O.T. required documentation, civil plan review, resolution interpretation, and oversight 
of contracts with other governmental agencies and contractors. Staff requests and recommends approving the 
agreement for Professional Engineering Services from Christopher B. Burke Engineering LTD. for 1 year not to 
exceed $75,000.00. Funding for these services are a proposed budgeted item in the FY27 Water Fund and General 
Fund.  

 
It was moved by Commissioner Stackhouse, seconded by Commissioner Frierson that an Ordinance (26-O-32) be 
passed authorizing and approving a proposal for Professional Design Services from Christopher B. Burke 
Engineering, LTD for 1 year not to exceed $75,000. The vote on roll call was: Commissioners Fischer, aye; 
McDowell, aye; Frierson, aye; Stackhouse, aye; and Mayor McKinney aye. Motion carried. Ordinance passed. 
 

ORDINANCE/QUOTE/FINANCIAL SOFTWARE SERVICES/BS&A 
 

A memo (26-DOC-43) was received from Director Wellendorf requesting approval of a quote from BS&A Financial 
Software. Director Wellendorf stated the proposed quote for BS&A Financial Software is to replace the legacy MSI 
software for Financial Management, Utility Billing, Community Development, and BS&A Online Bill Pay. She 
noted the implementation, data conversion and training would cost $194,805.00, this will be split between FY27 and 
FY28. The annual yearly fee will then be $58,070.00. Additionally, she requested waiving the bid process as the 
product is proprietary to the particular company. She also noted that BS&A is the municipal standard software in 
Lake County and the neighboring communities. Commissioner Fischer stated that currently for utility billing they 
use a vendor to do the bill printing. He asked if the new software would be taking care of this. Director Wellendorf 
stated that she believes everything is included with the BS&A software.   
 
It was moved by Commissioner Fischer, seconded by Commissioner Stackhouse that an Ordinance (26-O-33) be 
passed authorizing and approving a quote for Financial Software Services from BS&A Software. The vote on roll 
call was: Commissioners Fischer, aye; McDowell, aye; Frierson, aye; Stackhouse, aye; and Mayor McKinney aye. 
Motion carried. Ordinance passed. 
 

ISSUANCE OF A CLASS A-3 RETAIL LIQUOR LICENSE/ZOGO’S SPORTS GRILL 
2325 SHERIDAN ROAD 

 
Mayor McKinney presented an application for a Class A-3 Retail Liquor License from Zogo’s Sports Grill located at 
2325 Sheridan Road. He noted that the Liquor Control Commission recommended approval of the application.   
 
It was moved by Commissioner Frierson and seconded by Commissioner Stackhouse that an Ordinance (26-O-34) be 
passed authorizing the issuance of a Class A-2 Retail Liquor License to Zogo’s Sports Grill located at 2325 Sheridan 
Road.  The vote on roll call was: Commissioners Fischer, aye; McDowell, aye; Frierson, aye; Stackhouse, aye and 
Mayor McKinney, aye. Motion carried. Ordinance passed. 
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ISSUANCE OF A CLASS A-2 RETAIL LIQUOR LICENSE/DADA’S SOUL/2744 SHERIDAN ROAD 
 
Mayor McKinney presented an application for a Class A-2 Retail Liquor License from Dada’s Soul located at 2744 
Sheridan Road. He noted that the Liquor Control Commission recommended approval of the application.  
 
It was moved by Commissioner Fischer and seconded by Commissioner Stackhouse that an Ordinance (26-O-35) be 
passed authorizing the issuance of a Class A-2 Retail Liquor License to Dada’s Soul located at 2744 Sheridan Road. 
The vote on roll call was: Commissioners McDowell, aye; Frierson, aye; Fischer, aye; Stackhouse, aye and Mayor 
McKinney, aye. Motion carried. Ordinance passed.  

 
APPOINTMENTS/DEPARTMENT HEADS/LEGAL COUNSEL/ESDA/TREASURER 

 
It was moved by Commissioner Stackhouse and seconded by Commissioner McDowell to approve Mayoral 
Appointments as follows: 
 
Vasselli Law  City and Prosecuting Attorneys 
Vacant   City Administrator 
Sheryl Spooner  City Clerk 
Eric Barden  Police Chief/Deputy Administrator 
Justin Stried  Fire/Rescue Chief 
Vic Ransom  Director of Public Works & Engineering 
Rich Ianson  Director of Building, Zoning & Public Property 
Sonolito Bronson  Director of Economic Development 
Melissa Wellendorf Director of Accounts & Finance 
Mary Lou Hiltibran ESDA Field Director 
Brandon Busch  Assistant ESDA Field Director 
Eric Bradley  City Treasurer  
 
The vote on roll call was: Commissioners McDowell, aye; Frierson, aye; Fischer, aye; Stackhouse, aye and Mayor 
McKinney, aye. Motion carried. 

 
DEPARTMENTAL COMMENTARY 

 
Director Ransom noted with the passing of the MFT Budget and the Resolution, they will be addressing the large 
streetlight issue. They have been able to free up $200,000 for the streetlights. He cautioned the public that it would 
not be a quick fix. If it becomes necessary to order parts, this could delay the project as certain parts are not kept in 
stock by the vendor. Mayor McKinney noted that the streets look good and clean as do the drains around the City.  

Fire Chief Stried shared that longtime ESDA member (he joined ESDA in 1995) Rob Rissell, and father of ESDA 
member Jim Rissell has passed away. He noted that services will be held at St. Dismas Church in Waukegan with 
the wake at 10:00 a.m. and the service at 11:00 a.m. 

Director Bronson encouraged everyone to support local businesses. She noted for those with parties coming up all 
party supplies including food can be found in Zion.  

Police Chief Barden shared that Dave Bose, retired Sergeant of the Zion Police Department has passed away. He 
noted that the services will be held in Texas.   
 
Director Wallendorf noted that she is currently working on budgets and audits along with the implementation of 
Paylocity. 
 
Commissioner McDowell shared his thoughts regarding David Knabel, former City Administrator. He noted that 
David Knabel was with the City for 14 years and it has been his privilege to work with him. Mr. Knabel added a lot 
to the City of Zion. He started out as the City’s Auditor, was hired as the City’s Finance Director and finished as the 
City Administrator. He helped navigate the Nuclear Waste Act seeing it through to its successful completion 
resulting in the decrease in taxes to which some have seen up to a 20% decrease. This is all due to the work done by 
David Knabel to secure the CEJA grant. He offered his deep appreciation for everything Mr. Knabel has done for 
the City of Zion. The remaining members of the City Council affirmed that David Knabel had a major impact on the 
City. Mayor McKinney stated that when the City was struggling financially, Mr. Knabel got them back in the black. 
He noted that the CEJA grant will benefit the City for the next 20 years. He wished Mr. Knabel the best.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 

May 19     6:00 p.m.   Zion Township Board Meeting 
     7:00 p.m.   Zion City Council Meeting 
 
May 25         City Offices Closed for the Holiday 
 
June 2     7:00 p.m.   Zion City Council Meeting 
 
 
Upcoming food pantry dates at ZB East: 
 

• May 30th 
• June 27th 

 
 

ADJOURN 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, it was moved by Commissioner Frierson, 
seconded by Commissioner McDowell and unanimously approved the meeting be adjourned at 7:43 p.m. Motion 
carried.  

 
 
 
 
 

_____________________________________________ 
                   City Clerk 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSddVTndfI7Jwu_sHZKF0akGz6_UaHNe0eMSg6N6QLEVcYjwqQ/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdCJj8NOxX0q54zNazUh6nigbCqwFhNWjja8kvUcw8Zv47SvA/viewform?usp=publish-editor
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